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Newness of Life

In the early 16th Century the Reformers rediscovered the great biblical
doctrine that salvation is a free gift of God, which is received through
faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ. This salvation is not based
on our good works, but on the perfect work and righteousness of Jesus.
He is the righteous One and we are clothed in His righteousness when
we place our trust in Him as our Savior.

This doctrine of free salvation led to a serious misconception by some
people. They wrongly concluded, “If salvation is not based on my works
and performance, but is based on the work of Christ, then I may
continue to live in sin and still be redeemed.” They continued their
fallacious reasoning by saying, “In fact, my sin increases God’s grace and
that brings glory to God. Therefore, my sin is a good thing.” This is an
old heresy called antinomianism, which is still with us today.

The apostle Paul, who preached justification by faith, was criticized in
the same way. St. Paul’s initial response was, “Certainly not!” (Romans
6:2) The very idea is preposterous and those making such a charge do
not understand the Gospel at all.

There are two facts about the Christian which we need to see clearly.

The first is that a Christian has a new principle of life. “Therefore we
REFORMED were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ
EPISCOPAL was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also

should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4) We have died to sin, i.e.,
guilt has been removed and the power of sin has been broken in our
lives. The old person that we were has died with Christ and we have
been granted a new life by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The second fact has to do with motivation. A Christian has a new
motivating power within and a new set of desires. The old motivation to







