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TRUST AND OBEY

(Reprinted from Parish Register 1980)
by Bishop Franklin H. Sellers, D. D.

Dwight L. Moody was in Brockton, Massachusetts conducting a series of
evangelistic meetings when a young man, spiritually moved by the great
preacher, rose in the congregation and said, “I am going to trust, and I am
going to obey.” Attending that evening was a Professor of Music by the name of
Daniel B. Towner. The young man’s statement appealed to the professor so
much that he wrote it on paper and sent it, together with the story, to a
Presbyterian minister, Rev. John H. Sammis.

Thus, the stage was set for the composition of one of the most loved Sunday
School gospel hymns. The Reverend Mr. Sammis wrote these words, “Trust
and obey, For there’s no other way, To be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey.”
This simple admonition to trust God rests upon sound biblical counsel and
experience. The psalmist attributes a state of blessedness to the one who is able
to overcome the anxieties of life and place his trust in God. “Blessed is that
man that maketh the Lord his trust” (Psalm 40:4). He further suggests in Psalm
62:8 that there is no occasion when we cannot place our trust in him. The
verse reads, “Trust in him at all times, ye people.” We can deduce a further
truth in his writings. Trust is not just and attitude or a description of a state of
mind. It is a pre-condition to beneficial activity, according to Psalm 37:3, “Trust

DRnaa in the Lord, and do good.”
SR Biblical experience points out a number of curious circumstances where God
REFORM ED has required his servants to “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not
EPISCOPAL unto thine own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). Those who did, found the

reward great. Let us share three of these examples with you in this issue.

FIRST, a time to “trust and obey” when it seems self-defeating. Genesis 22 tells
us about a mountain-top experience of ancient Abraham that was certainly
different. He was not on a mountain top of joy but of testing. Yet, his example
of trust is so outstanding that it serves as an inspiration to us today. In faith
Abraham had responded to God’s call with the words “Here am 1.”

Attentive and obedient, he waited God’s instruction, which, when it came,







